PROTECTING MEMBERS’ INTERESTS

DURING THE 2026 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

With new majority leaders in both
chambers, new committee leadership and
major issues, such as property tax reform
and eminent domain, on the agenda, Iowa
lawmakers entered the 2026 legislative
session facing a full workload. After
extending 12 days beyond the scheduled
adjournment date, the General Assembly
concluded its work with a marathon
weekend of negotiations and final votes.

For Iowa’s electric cooperatives, energy
policy remained a central focus throughout
the session. As lawmakers considered a
wide range of proposals affecting the energy
sector, electric cooperatives worked closely
with policymakers to ensure the voices of
Iowa’s rural communities and member-
owners were part of the conversation. We
are always focused on protecting affordable
and reliable electric service, and we do so
at the Statehouse by supporting various
legislative proposals and preventing
harmful policies from advancing.

Key energy issues under
consideration

One harmful proposal would have
established a third-party solar program in
Iowa. While supporters viewed the proposal
as a way to expand solar development,
electric cooperatives and other stakeholders
raised concerns about potential cost shifts
to members and impacts on grid reliability.
Ultimately, the legislation did not advance,
helping preserve Iowa’s balanced approach
to energy policy and protecting members
from potential increases in electricity costs.

Another priority during the session
was legislation aimed at strengthening
protections for utility employees. The

proposal would have increased criminal
penalties for individuals who assault,
threaten or harass public utility workers
while they are performing their duties.
These employees play a critical role in
keeping the lights on and restoring service
during emergencies, often working in
difficult and hazardous conditions. The
bill received broad support in the Senate
but ultimately stalled in the House. We
remain encouraged by the strong bipartisan
recognition of the issue and look forward
to continuing efforts to advance these
important protections in the future.

Advocating for cooperative
members

Lawmakers also considered a large
economic development package that
included a proposal to require a statewide
load forecasting and transmission report.
Because utilities already conduct extensive
forecasting through existing planning
processes, we had concerns about the
necessity and scope of information requests

AUGUST 2026

By HALEY MooN

and the cost that could ultimately affect
ratepayers. Although the legislation passed,
electric cooperatives were actively engaged
throughout the process to advocate for
practical implementation and to help
protect the interests of member-owners.
political landscape
continues to evolve, particularly with
the upcoming elections in November,
electric cooperatives remain committed to
working collaboratively with policymakers,
community leaders and industry partners
to address the challenges and opportunities
ahead. By advocating for sound energy
policy and protecting the interests of the
communities we serve, we will continue
our mission of delivering safe, reliable and
affordable electricity while helping Iowa
communities thrive for generations to
come.

As Towa’s

Haley Moon is the senior manager of policy and
advocacy for the lowa Association of Electric
Cooperatives.
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The 2026 lowa State
Fair will take place
August 13 - 23.
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CLAY COUNTY

JOIN US AT THE 2026 CLAY COUNTY FAIR! |zssiaally

It’s fair season! Visit lowa Lakes Electric Cooperative at the

Clay County Fair in Spencer, Iowa, from September 12-20th.
You’ll find us in the Tower Gate Pavilion at the east end of the
fairgrounds. Bring the coupon below to our booth and receive
a complimentary member-owner gift. We look forward to

seeing you there!

Celebrate ILEC Day at the Fair!

Make plans to stop by the Central Park Gazebo on Saturday,
September 12 for ILEC Day at the Fair—an event filled with
family-friendly fun and electrical safety education.

Young fairgoers can climb into a utility truck, visit with
Iowa Lakes Electric lineworkers, learn about the equipment
they use to keep the lights on, and take home a complimentary
hard hat.

Be sure to catch the always-popular High Voltage
Demonstration Trailer, where our employees will provide
live demonstrations showing the power of electricity and the
importance of staying safe around electrical equipment. It’s an

exciting and educational experience for all ages.
Whether you're curious about the work of a lineworker or
simply looking for a fun stop during your day at the fair, we

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT THE CLAY COUNTY FAIR

GET YOUR MEMBER-OWNER GIFTATTHE |
CLAY COUNTY FAIR!

Bring this coupon to the lowa Lakes Electric Cooperative
booth in the Tower Gate Pavilion and receive a special
Member-Owner gift (one gift per member-owner while supplies last).

invite you to join us. We'll see you at the fair!
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Join us Saturday, Sept. 12 for a special
“ILEC Day at the Fair” located in the
central park gazebo.

DISCOVER THE POWER
Experience the High Voltage
Trailer Demonstration.
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