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 At Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, we remind our member-
owners that a successful harvest begins with putting safety � rst. 
Whether you’re operating large equipment in the � eld, hauling grain, 
or traveling our rural roads, taking a few extra precautions can help 
ensure everyone returns home safely.
 Modern farm equipment continues to grow in size, increasing the 
risk of contacting overhead power lines. Before moving combines, 
grain augers, grain carts, or other tall equipment, identify nearby 
power lines and maintain at least 10 feet of clearance. Lower 
equipment before traveling and never attempt to move or raise a 
power line.
 If equipment contacts a power line, stay inside the cab and 
call 911 and Iowa Lakes Electric immediately. � e equipment and 
the surrounding ground may be energized. Exit only if there is an 
immediate life-threatening emergency, such as a � re. If you must 
leave, jump clear with feet together and hop away.

 Harvest season also means more tractors, combines, and grain 
trucks on our roads. Slow down, stay alert, and be patient when 
approaching slow-moving farm equipment. � ese vehicles o� en 
travel well below the posted speed limit and need extra space to make 
wide turns into � elds and driveways.
 If you have a teen or new driver in your household, take a few 
minutes to talk about harvest safety. Many young drivers have 
never shared the road with large agricultural equipment and may 
underestimate how quickly they can approach a slow-moving vehicle. 
Encourage them to put away distractions, allow extra following 
distance, and never pass unless they have a clear view and it is safe 
and legal to do so.
 � is harvest season, let’s work together to protect our families, 
neighbors, and communities. A little patience, awareness, and respect 
for the hazards of electricity can make all the di� erence. From all of 
us at Iowa Lakes Electric Cooperative, we wish you a safe, productive, 
and successful harvest.

HARVEST SEASON IS HERE: Let’s Make Safety Part of Every Load

LOCAL STUDENTS COULD WIN COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS 
FOR ATTENDING WEBINAR SERIES ON LEADERSHIP AND ADVOCACY
 Guided by  our  cooperat ive 
commitment to community,  Iowa Lakes 
Electric Cooperative has a long history of 
supporting  students in  the communities 
we serve  through scholarships and 
leadership opportunities. We’ve also been 
sending deserving high school students to 
our nation’s capital every summer for years 
as part of the National Electric Cooperative 
Youth Tour program.  
 Iowa’s electric cooperatives are pleased 
to  once again  o� er a  virtual  opportunity 
for  rural  students to learn more about 
advocacy, leadership and electric 
cooperatives with a two-part webinar series 
in October.  The Iowa Youth Leadership 
Academy is  open to any high 
school  student  in  our service  area  and 
they are  invited to register online 
at IowaYouthTour.com.  

 “This program is  perfect  for  rural 
Iowa  students who have a passion for 
public service, advocacy or leadership,” 
said Ryan Craig, president/CEO of Iowa 
Lakes Electric Cooperative. “We want  to 
raise students’ awareness of how local 
electric cooperatives power people’s lives 
and empower communities. We also want 
to talk about exciting career paths that are 
available in smaller communities and help 
them advocate for issues they care about.”  
 Once students register online, 
they can attend the webinars from 
their own computer or mobile device. 
Each Zoom session will last around 45-60 
minutes and focus on a speci� c topic: 
•   Sunday, October 4, 7:00 p.m.

“Why Cooperatives Matter and 
How to Effectively Advocate” 

•   Sunday, October 18, 7:00 p.m.
“Being a Leader”

 At the end of each live session, one 
attendee will be selected at random to win a 
$500 scholarship; students who attend both 
sessions will be entered into a bonus drawing 
for a $1,000 college scholarship. All students 
who register online at IowaYouthTour.com 
receive a special box of cooperative goodies 
in the mail. 
 During the  Zoom  sessions, students 
will be inspired by our  lineup of speakers 
and presenters. Participants will learn how 
to advocate for issues that are important 
to them  and  build  leadership  skills  from 
a  dynamic  speaker.  Attendees will also 
hear  about  Iowa  Youth Tour.  Students 
with an interest in government and 
public service are encouraged to apply for 
this weeklong trip to Washington, D.C. � e 
2027 Youth Tour is slated for June 16-22 next 
summer.  

Learn more at www.IowaYouthTour.com or contact Bobbi Jo by phone at 800-225-4532 for more information.
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DISCOVER THE POWER
Experience the High Voltage 
Trailer Demonstration. 

  1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$31,920
 2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$43,280
 3  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$54,640
 4  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$66,000
 5  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$77,360

*For households with more than fi ve 
members, add $11,360 for each 

additional member. 

NEED HELP WITH 
YOUR HOME 
HEATING BILL?

WHEN TO APPLY:
�  Elderly (60 & over) and/or disabled:
     October 1, 2026 to April 30, 2027
�  All other households:
     November 1, 2026 to April 30, 2027

DOCUMENTS NEEDED TO APPLY:
� Proof of Income (for all household 

members age 18 and over) Depending 
upon your household income type, 
income documentation from the past 4 
weeks, the past 12 months, or 2025 tax 
return.

� Social Security numbers for all
household members (documentation 
required) or I-94 card.

� Recent heat bill
� Recent electric bill

WAGE EARNERS: Please bring copies of your 
check stubs for 30 days preceding the date 
of application, the past 12 months or your 
2025 Federal Income Tax Return.

FIXED INCOME: � is income may include: 
Social Security Bene� ts, Supplemental 
Security Income, Family Investment 
Program, Veteran’s Assistance, 
Unemployment Insurance, and pensions. 
Please bring copies of your check stubs 
from the previous 30 days. 

SELF-EMPLOYED/FARMERS: Please bring a 
copy of your most recent federal income 
tax return. 

FIP RECIPIENTS: Please bring your current 
DHS Notice of Decision or contact your 
local o�  ce for acceptable document 
information.

OTHER INCOME: If you receive alimony 
or child support, it will also need to be 
veri� ed. 

COMMUNITY ACTION CENTERS

DO YOU QUALIFY?

MID-SIOUX OPPORTUNITY, INC.
Serving Cherokee County
Cherokee  . . . . . 800-859-2025 or 712-225-3322
Ida Grove . . . . . 800-859-2025 or 712-364-2175  
LeMars . . . . . . . 800-859-2025 or 712-546-6603
NEW OPPORTUNITIES, INC.
Serving Sac County
Sac City . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 712-662-3236
NORTH IOWA COMMUNITY ACTION CENTER
Serving Kossuth County
Algona . . . . . . . 800-873-1899 or 515-295-2531
MINNESOTA VALLEY ACTION COUNCIL 
Serving Martin County
Fairmont, MN . . 800-767-7139 or 507-345-6822

WESTERN COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM
Serving Jackson County
Jackson, MN . . . 800-658-2480 or 507-847-2632
UPPER DES MOINES OPPORTUNITY
Serving Buena Vista, Clay, Dickinson, Emmet, 
O’Brien, Osceola, Palo Alto and 
Pocahontas counties
Emmetsburg. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 712-852-3482
Estherville  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 712-362-2391
Pocahontas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 712-335-3335
Primghar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 712-957-1023
Sibley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 712-754-2573
Spencer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 712-262-7409
Spirit Lake . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 712-336-1112
Storm Lake . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 712-732-1757

MAXIMUM GROSS INCOME

 As the winter season nears, the Low-
Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP) is designed to assist qualifying 
low-income homeowners and renters 
with meeting the costs of home heating.  
According to the Iowa Department of 
Human Rights, applications will be accepted 
on a � rst-come-� rst-serve basis from Nov. 1, 
2026, (Oct. 1 for elderly/disabled) through 
April 30, 2027. Applicants may apply at 
their local community action center Monday 
through Friday or at times posted at the local 
outreach o�  ce.
 A household may qualify for assistance 
in this program if the household’s annual 
income falls within the income range listed 
to the right and below. This program is 
not designed to pay a household’s total 
energy costs, but to provide assistance in 
the payment of residential heating costs for 
eligible households.
 At the time of application, LIHEAP 
requires proof of household income for 

the last 30 days and the most recent copy 
of your heating and electric bill. � is initial 
determination is subject to review and totally 
dependent on the availability of federal 
funds. In most cases, bene� ts will be in the 
form of a credit applied to the qualifying 
household’s heating bill by the utility 
company. Households residing in subsidized 
housing that are individually metered, and 
responsible for paying their primary heating 
costs, are eligible.  Subsidized households that 
are master metered are usually not eligible to 
receive assistance bene� ts. 
 � e assistance is based on household 
income, household size, type of fuel, and type 
of housing. If you are not sure where to apply, 
please write to:  LIHEAP, Iowa Department 
of Human Rights, Capitol Complex, 321 E. 
12th Street, Des Moines, IA 50319 or visit 
https://hhs.iowa.gov/assistance-programs, 
or call your local community action agency 
listed below.

L O W - I N C O M E  H O M E  E N E R G Y  A S S I S T A N C E  P R O G R A M

Please note that Minnesota and Iowa have differernt eligibility guidelines for heating assistance 
programs; contact your local assistance offi ce to determine if you qualify.


